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2008 Drivers’ Education and Solo 

Group Procedures and Information
The following information is meant for your safety and enjoyment during Drivers’ Education and Solo driving events. Make yourself familiar with these rules and information.  While meant to be enjoyable, Drivers’ Education events are serious business.  Our intentions are to provide you with a safe and legal opportunity to explore the capabilities of your car and your driving skills.  It is dangerous only if the participants do not adhere to the rules established for the safety of everyone.

Driver Eligibility

All participants are required to present a valid driver’s license.  To register as a solo driver you must be currently certified as a solo driver by Car Guys, PCA, BMW Club, Turn One Motorsports or the Chief Instructor for this event. The Solo group is a controlled-passing group.  Drivers who do not meet the skill level requirements for a solo driver must register as a Drivers’ Education participant. Each Drivers’ Ed group participant will be assigned an instructor.  Your instructor must be in the car with you at all times when on the race track.  There will be a mandatory Drivers’ Meeting on the morning of the event.  
Safety

Safety is our number one priority.  Passing Signals and Passing Zones will be strictly enforced.  Our Chief Instructor will have a chat with any driver who spins twice, repeatedly overshoots the turns, or exhibits any other dangerous behavior.  You may be asked to leave the event if the Chief Instructor or Event Staff feels that your actions compromise the safety of the event.
Check your tires and brakes after each session.  Check your oil level before each session.  Check your lug nuts periodically.  Listen for any strange or new sounds that your car may develop and inspect to see what the problem is before returning to the track.  

In the event that it becomes apparent that you are about to run off the track, it is better to drive off in a straight line rather than to try to “save it.” Attempting to hold the car on track (which most commonly results in a spin) creates a much more dangerous situation for both you and the other drivers on the track.  Always be aware of what is happening around you.  Be aware of the traffic ahead of you, the traffic behind you, and the corner workers at the corner stations.  If/When you do lose control of your car, as in a spin, the best rule is both feet in.  This means brake and clutch fully depressed until you come to a stop.  You may flat spot a tire, but you stand a much lesser chance of damaging your engine and transmission.  You must come into the Pits to have your car checked by the Pit Worker after a spin or off-course excursion.

PRE-TECH and Track Inspection
Participating cars must be inspected prior to the event.  All items on the Inspection Form must be inspected by a service facility or by the owner.  The “Track Insp.” columns will be completed at the track by a Turn One staff member.  Participants with race cars with current log books need only complete the Logbook portion of the Tech Inspection form and sign.  Bring your logbook, helmet, and car to the Track Inspection.  All floor mats and other loose items must be removed from the passenger and luggage compartments of the vehicle. It is the driver’s responsibility to insure that every component of the car is in safe working condition.  

HELMET

Drivers are required to have a SNELL SA2000 or newer (or M2000+ for Drivers’ Ed and Solo groups only) approved helmet.  Your helmet will be inspected during Tech and must meet these requirements.  NO EXCEPTIONS!  Helmets are available for rent from Turn  One Track Events.

CLOTHING
Drivers are required to wear long sleeved shirts and long pants of natural fiber (cotton or wool).  Synthetics are not allowed.  Cotton socks and tennis shoes or leather shoes with leather soles are required.  Approved driving suits, shoes and gloves are acceptable and recommended.  

ADDITIONAL ITEMS TO BRING

· Drinks – particularly water and sports drinks – limit caffeine drinks

· Tent for shade

· Tarp – cover your belongings in case of rain (remember nothing in your car while on track)

· Chair – relax between sessions

· Concession will be open at lunch time for food

· Air pressure gauge – check you tire pressures during the event

CAR NUMBERS
All cars are required to display numbers on both sides of the car.  Minimum size 8" high and 1" wide in a color contrasting with car color.  These numbers should be easily readable by track workers.  White shoe polish on windows is acceptable.

CAR WINDOWS
Driver’s side window must be completely down at all times.  Passenger side window should be completely down or completely up.  Sunroofs and Targa tops must be on and closed while on track.  Keep arms inside vehicle unless giving passing signal or pit signal.

PASSING RULES
PASSING IS ALLOWED IN DESIGNATED AREAS AND WITH PROPER SIGNALS ONLY.  DO NOT PASS UNLESS THE CAR BEING OVERTAKEN SIGNALS YOU TO PASS.  The passing signal should be an exaggerated motion by the driver over the top of the car.  Do not tailgate.   Make sure you have plenty of time, distance, and horsepower to complete the pass.   If you are holding up faster cars, signal the cars behind you to pass one at a time.  Do not “drag race” the passing car to the end of the passing zone.  Maintain your speed or lift slightly to allow the passing car to safely complete the pass.  Always be aware of traffic behind you as well as traffic in front of you.  Whether you are holding up traffic or being held up in traffic, you can always enter the Pits and rejoin at a less crowded position on the track.  DISREGARD OF PASSING RULES MAY RESULT IN YOUR EXPULSION FROM OUR EVENT.
SUPER SOLO rules allow for passing anywhere on the track with a point by.  While passing is allowed anywhere please be courteous with your passes and do not try aggressive overtaking maneuvers in the corners.  REMEMBER – THIS IS PRACTICE NOT A RACE.
FLAGS:

· Green  
Clear Track proceed at speed

· Yellow 
Caution, incident ahead. Slow down.  NO passing.  Be prepared to stop.  The first lap of all sessions is also run under the Yellow Flag.  A waving Yellow Flag indicates imminent danger ahead.  Proceed with extreme caution, reduce speed and be prepared to stop.

· Black
   Used to warn a particular driver or to bring the complete session to the pits.  If the flag is intended to warn a particular driver, the flagger will point the Black Flag to the car being flagged as it passes the station.  You should pull into the pits immediately. There is a problem with your car or your driving.  When used to bring all cars to the pits it will be displayed in the standing position at all flag stations.  All cars will proceed to the pits at a reduced speed and follow the instructions of the Pit Control worker.  

· Red
Session has been stopped.  Come to a controlled, safe stop off line on the edge of the track, leaving a path for emergency vehicles.  The Red Flag indicates serious trouble on the track.  Remain stopped until the Red Flag is replaced with a Black Flag or Yellow Flag.  A Black Flag following a Red Flag means all cars should proceed to the pits.  A Yellow Flag following a Red Flag means all cars may proceed at a reduced speed until the Green Flag reappears.

· Blue
Advisory flag, check your mirrors.  There is a car or cars behind you that wishes to pass.

· Checkered       Session has ended.  Slow down, complete the lap you are on, proceed to pits.

Our instructors will instruct you on the proper line around the track. They will also evaluate you as a driver. Their input and your experience will determine which run group you are assigned to in future events. You are rated on the following: smoothness, self-analysis, concentration, responsiveness, car control, judgment, courtesy, attitude, knowledge of the line, knowledge of the flags, awareness of the flag stations, and proper use of gears and brakes. Being a good driver, in this environment, is more than just being able to drive fast. Your instructor will also give us comments and his or her recommendation for future events.

DAMAGE TO RACE TRACK PROPERTY

Any damage incurred to race track property, and/or supplies used, will be billed to the responsible party.

OPEN CAR POLICY

All open cars must have a roll bar and conform to the following:

1.
Porsche Boxsters, 996 Cabriolets, Honda S2000 and BMW Z3 & Z4s are satisfactory as configured from the factory with the factory installed roll and/or pop up bars. 

2.
For all other open cars, the roll bar must meet SCCA or PCA Club Race specs for materials, design, installation and height.

3.
Roll bar must be padded in any area that may come in contact with the occupants’ helmet or person.

4.
Targas and 914s do not require an additional roll bar. Targas and 914s without a roll bar must run with the hard top in place.

